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Diphenylcyclopropenone (DPCP) 
 

Diphenylcyclopropenone has been prescribed for your wart. This treatment is used to stimulate your 
immune system in the skin where you are having warts. This is done by sensitizing your skin to a 
chemical that I will apply to your arm. You will then have the same prescription to apply at home at a 
lesser concentration. With repeated application of the chemical to the wart(s) we hope to cause an 
allergic reaction similar to that of poison ivy around the wart(s). Currently, your body’s immune system 
is not recognizing that the wart virus has invaded your skin. Hopefully, with chronic irritation from the 
medication, your body will fight off the virus. This can take, sometimes longer than 12 weeks. You may 
notice an itchy rash at the site where the medication was first applied. If this occurs, apply over-the-
counter 1% hydrocortisone cream or ointment twice a day to the rash (do not apply hydrocortisone 
cream to the warts). We expect some irritation around the wart after application of the medications. If 
you develop a lot of blistering or too much itchiness, discontinue the medicine for 3-5 days for healing 
to occur. You can also put some plain Vaseline on the normal skin around the wart(s) to help reduce 
the amount of irritation. 
 
Risks and complications include, but are not limited to:  

1. Hypersensitivity: Hypersensitivity reactions have been reported with Diphenylcyclopropenone products 
(anaphylaxis, serum sickness, urticaria, soft tissue edema, dyspnea. 

2. Hyperpigmentation, hypopigmentation and vitiligo (white marks):  Darkening of the skin, lightening of 
the skin, or white marks left on the skin have been reported. 

3. Infection: I understand that topical use of this material carries the risk of infection. 

 
The above list is some of the possible risks associated Diphenylcyclopropenone as there are both known and 
unknown side effects and complications associated with any medication or Diphenylcyclopropenone 
procedures. I understand that medical attention may be required to resolve complications associated with my 
injection(s). I have discussed the potential risks and benefits of this treatment with my Doctor. I understand that 
there is no guarantee of any particular results of any treatment.  
 
Office Treatment Instructions: 

1. We will apply DPCP to an area on your upper arm to sensitize your skin and hopefully cause a 
mild reaction. 

2. Keep this area covered with a Band-Aid for the first 24 hours. Then wash off with soap and 
water. 
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Home Instructions: 

1. Apply a small amount of liquid to the wart with a dropper provided by the pharmacist or with a 
Q-tip. Try to avoid excessive exposure of the liquid to normal surrounding skin. Do this 
application every day or until you start getting too red or blistered. If you think this is starting to 
occur, apply the medication every other day. For the first 10-14 days only use the medication 
on a few warts to make sure you don’t have a bad reaction. After this you may apply to other 
warts. 

2. If you get severe blistering or too much itchiness or pain, stop applying the medication for 3-5 
days, and then restart with an application of the medicine only once or twice a week. 
Remember though, the objective of the treatment is to have some skin irritation around the 
wart. 

3. If you think the wart is gone before your follow-up visit, continue to treat for at least one 
additional week after you think it is gone. 

4. Contact Elite Dermatology at 575-208-5588, if you should have any questions or concerns.  
 

I understand and agree that all services rendered will be charged directly to me, and I am personally 
responsible for payment. I further agree that in the event of non-payment, to bear the cost of 
collection, and/or court costs and reasonable legal fees, should they be required. By signing below, I 
acknowledge that I have read the foregoing informed consent, have had the opportunity to discuss any 
questions that I have with my doctor to my satisfaction, and consent to the treatment described above 
with its associated risks. I understand that I have the right not to consent to this treatment and that my 
consent is voluntary. I hereby release the doctor, the person performing the treatment and the facility 
from liability associated with this procedure.  
 
__________________________________________________  ________________________ 
Signature Date 

__________________________________________________  ________________________ 
Witness Signature Date 
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Diphenylcyclopropenone (DPCP) Post Treatment Care Instructions 
 

• Apply a small amount of liquid to the wart with a dropper provided by the pharmacist or with a 
Q-tip. Try to avoid excessive exposure of the liquid to normal surrounding skin. Do this 
application every day or until you start getting too red or blistered. If you think this is starting to 
occur, apply the medication every other day. For the first 10-14 days only use the medication 
on a few warts to make sure you don’t have a bad reaction. After this you may apply to other 
warts. 

  

• If you get severe blistering or too much itchiness or pain, stop applying the medication for 3-5 
days, and then restart with an application of the medicine only once or twice a week. 
Remember though, the objective of the treatment is to have some skin irritation around the 
wart. 

 

• If you think the wart is gone before your follow-up visit, continue to treat for at least one 
additional week after you think it is gone. 

 

• Contact Elite Dermatology at 575-208-5588, if you should have any questions or concerns.  
 


